
Beautify Cambria Association

CAMBRIA 
DARK SKIES CERTIFICATION  

INITIATIVE





PRESERVING OUR NATURAL HERITAGE
People are to drawn Cambria by the natural beauty and the peaceful, low 
stress environment.



Sky Glow  
Unshielded light illuminating the sky. 

Light Trespass
Unshielded light shining into neighbors’ windows. 

TWO FORMS OF LIGHT POLLUTION
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HOW SKIES 
COMPARE
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BE A GOOD 
NEIGHBOR
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PROGRAM GOALS
• Build awareness. 

• Foster community cooperation.

• Help pay for lighting fixtures or shields.. 

• Achieve IDA certification & international recognition. 

• Position Cambria as a unique Dark Sky community. 

• Encourage overnight visits by astrophotographers & hobby astronomers.



EVENTS IN SUPPORT OF PROGRAM
Dark Sky events are popular community activities that educate, build support 
and foster community consensus: 

• Evening with the Stars, October 
• Binocular Walk, February 

• Meteor Party, August 
• Additional events during astronomical phenomena of high interest



SECURITY BENEFITS OF SMART LIGHTING



EFFECTIVENESS OF SMART LIGHTING



WASTEFUL LIGHTING



SHIELDED 
LIGHTING SAVES 
OUR SKIES -  AND 
SAVES MONEY 



SMART 
LIGHTING = 
BETTER 
SLEEP



BLUE LIGHT EFFECTS ON HUMAN HEALTH



DARK SKIES CERTIFICATION PROCESS                                                                                                                             

• Sponsored by the International Dark Skies Association (IDA)

• Founded in 1988,IDA is dedicated to fighting light pollution and 
protecting the night sky.

• Implementation is based on community awareness and cooperation.  

• Broad support from a wide range of community organizations.



IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

• General Plan amendment to update county lighting code.
• Shield outdoor lighting over 1200 lumens to focus light downward and to 

prevent light trespass beyond the property line.
• Use lighting with a correlated color temperature (CCT) below 3000 degrees 

kelvin.  
• Limit total amount of unshielded lighting.  
• Minimum 10 projects built under the lighting code.
• Two educational Dark Skies events per year.
• Maintain log of sky brightness.  
• Submit an annual  report.



HOW YOU CAN HELP

• Recognize the Cambria Dark Skies Initiative as an ongoing community 
project.

•  Demonstrate support for Cambria Dark Skies .

• Letter of support.    



THANK YOU!


